PLEBISCITE   OF   1918-1919
were dismissed, although their power over the masses was
enormous, as too ignorant of modern state-craft, too self-
centred and too alien to be allowed to influence the creation of
a new state.
The Nationalist elements, composed of those who had worked
for Arab autonomy before the war, those who prided them-
selves on being the intelligentsia of clraq, and the religious
leaders, were brushed aside, although they were destined to
grow in power and influence during the coming months,
especially under the stimulus of Nationalism in Syria, as being
too negligible, too irresponsible and too full of sound and fury
to merit consideration. No inferences seem to have been drawn
from the fact that the anti-British declarations, almost identical
in tenor and phraseology, pointed to a carefully organized
opposition, just as the close resemblance of many of the pro-
British declarations indicated the care and attention which
the Civil Administration had devoted to the conduct of
the plebiscite.
The failure of the plebiscite to represent all these elements of
current opinion in their relative importance and to reflect local
opinion in its true proportions, was destined to mislead H.M.
Government in its attempts to set up a new State satisfactory to
the inhabitants of 'Iraq, and, by making it complacently
unaware of the need for quick and decisive action in settling the
future of the country, to prepare the ground for the disastrous
events of 1920.